[A case of neoplastic angioendotheliosis--serial study of magnetic resonance imaging].
The case of a 59-year-old man who was diagnosed as having neoplastic angioendotheliosis by biopsy of a small hemangioma on the skin is reported. The clinical features were characterized by hypersomnia, memory disturbance, disorientation to time and mild left hemiplegia including the face. Laboratory findings showed an elevated erythrocyte sedimentation rate, increased serum LDH, increased CSF protein and pleocytosis in the CSF. The CSF level of IgG was also elevated and was associated with the appearance of oligoclonal IgG bands. The biopsy specimen of the hemangioma on the skin revealed that some small vessels were packed with atypical mononuclear cells which were positive for anti-B cell antibody. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the brain detected multiple lesions located in the cerebellum, thalamus and caudate nucleus. The left paramedian thalamic lesion might be responsible for his characteristic mood and behavioral changes. The serial MRI study disclosed that some lesions progressively enlarged and duplicated in number. These findings might be typical for neoplastic angioendotheliosis, in which the rapidly proliferating cells occluded small vessels one after another in the central nervous system. The serial study of MRI may serve an important diagnostic purpose in this disease, although most patients with this disease, so far, have been diagnosed by autopsy.